Paecilomyces javanicus endocarditis of native and prosthetic aortic valve.
A 41-year-old diabetic woman developed endocarditis of the aortic valve caused by Paecilomyces javanicus six years after insertion of a porcine mitral valve heterograft. The patient died shortly after aortic valve replacement. Autopsy revealed vegetations of the aortic heterograft, valve ring abscess and ascending aortitis due to Paecilomyces. There was no involvement of the mitral valve heterograft. Lesions due to mycotic emboli were found in the kidneys, spleen, and brain. Cultures of the surgically removed aortic valve and of the kidney at autopsy produced rapid growth of P. javanicus. The gross and microscopic pathologic and cultural characteristics of this organism are described with a review of the literature. Previously reported cases of Paecilomyces endocarditis occurred only in prosthetic heart valves. This is the first known report of P. javanicus endocarditis of a native valve and its prosthetic heart valve heterograft.